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2012 Candidate Survey
· Email your completed survey to: elections@ctlcv.org
· Please attach a biography

· Please complete this survey by July 1, 2012.  Thank you!

	Candidate Name:​​​​​​​​​​        Brenda Kupchick                                   

Running for: X  House    Senate                       District No:    132                             Party: Republican

Candidate/Campaign Mailing Address:      213 Farist Road Fairfield CT 06825

Phone:  203/336-1724                              Website: BrendaKupchick2012.com                                Email: BKupchick@gmail.com

Are you enrolled in the Citizen’s Election Fund for public campaign financing?     Yes     No

Do you have a primary?     Yes  No
Are you an incumbent?      Yes     No   


Part 1:  If elected, what position do you expect to take on the following environmental issues?
	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	1. DEEP Operations (funding)

(Click Here for more information)
	Currently, all revenues collected by CT DEEP through permits, licenses, and admissions fees go to the General Fund and do not support DEEP operations.  Would you support creation or re-institution of a fund within DEEP that enabled it to recoup revenues from hunting permits, special licenses, parks admissions, etc.?
	X
	
	

	Comments:

I believe the fees should go back into the program to support that program, example, restocking fish, taking care of parks etc

	2. Transportation and Mass Transit.

(Click Here for more information)

	Would you support policies or legislation to promote transit-oriented development that        focuses growth and dense development around transit stations while respecting the unique character of each of our 169 cities and towns?
	X
	
	

	Comments:


	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	3. Riverfront Protection

(Click Here for more information)
	 Would you support a statewide system of protective vegetated buffers along the state’s

rivers and streams (with exemptions for built-up areas, agriculture and other special situations)?
	X
	
	

	Comments: 


	4. Pesticides Rollback 

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support and protect the current ban on toxic pesticides on school grounds?  
	X
	
	

	Comments:


	5. Pharmaceutical       Disposal
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support a statewide program that allows Connecticut’s residents to have a safe and secure place to dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs?
	X
	
	

	Comments:


	6. GMO Labeling

  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods, also known as GMO?
	X
	
	

	Comments: I co sponsored this bill last session and was very disappointed it wasn’t brought to the floor for a vote. I’ve been asked to be on the GMO task force to work on educating members of the legislature about GMO’s and to introduce the bill again in 2013 if I’m re elected.


	7. Mattress Recycling

  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support requiring manufactures to create a system for mattress-component recycling similar to the systems for recycling electric waste and the unused paint?
	X
	
	

	Comments:


	8. Water Conservation

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support efficient use and planning of water supplies by providing incentives for utilities to encourage water conservation through ratemaking mechanisms?
	
	X
	

	Comments:
I don’t know enough about this plan.  I’d like to learn more before I respond.  



	9. Toxics (children)

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support legislation that creates a process that identifies chemicals of high concern to children and makes recommendations how to reduce their exposure?
	X
	
	

	Comments: 


	10. Community Redevelopment and Conservation Act (CRCA)

 (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support an optional conveyance tax for municipalities on buyers of real property to be used within the municipality for preservation and conservation of land, air, water, and energy resources?
	
	
	X

	Comments:  I completely support finding revenue for conservation preservation and conservation. I’m not sure another tax on buyers especially when home sales are so poor is the right avenue.  In Fairfield, we have a mechanism in place for subdivisions that exceed 4 acres or which proposes 5 or more

lots we require that developers set aside 10 percent of the land
ay a fee in lieu of open space equal to 10% of the pre-subdivision 

value.  The Commission decides which of these we require based on the 

property in question.  If there is useful open space available the towns takes the money.  This works well for our town and could be modified for other towns. 

> 
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Part 2:    What environmental issue has lacked the attention in Connecticut that it deserves?  As a legislator, what will you do to change that?  What are the environmental priorities in your district?
Transportation  & Mass Transit receive a lot of attention, however, there’s little progress over the years.  Living in Fairfield County, we have the most used highway and transit system in the country.  The system is strained and in need of serious attention.  I’m hopeful we can make some big moves in this area.  My district also has a big problem with toxins in the Mill River.  The former exide battery location on the Post road has been on going for many years. Exide Group Inc. is under orders from the state Department of Energy and Environmental Protection to remove the lead that was leaked from its Post Road factory for 30 years.  
Part 3:
If you are elected and you could choose only one environmental issue to address, which ONE of the following issues would be your priority for the 2013 Legislative Session?
	
	DEEP Funding
	
	Pesticides Rollback
	
	Mattress Recycling
	
	CRCA

	
	Transportation & Mass Transit


	
	Pharmaceutical Disposal
	
	Water Conservation
	
	Other (please describe)

	
	Riverfront Protection
	
	GMO labeling
	
	Toxics (children)
	
	


 Explain Why:

I think citizens have a right to know what’s in their food.  I think this is an important public health and environmental issue.  

I’d like to work on some of the other issues listed above as well especially, Transportation and Toxins with Children.  

I received a 70% score from CLCV on my voting record in 2011. If re-elected, I’d like to serve on the environment committee to be more involved with these issues.
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