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2012 Candidate Survey
· Email your completed survey to: elections@ctlcv.org
· Please attach a biography

· Please complete this survey by July 1, 2012.  Thank you!

	Candidate Name:​​​​​​​​​​                 Harry A. Watson                          

Running for:   House    Senate                       District No:     41                            Party: Republican

Candidate/Campaign Mailing Address: 175 Shennecossett Parkway, Groton CT 06340

Phone:        860-705-4551                                        Website:        not yet                                                Email: hwatson5866@yahoo.com

Are you enrolled in the Citizen’s Election Fund for public campaign financing?     Yes     No

Do you have a primary?     Yes    No
Are you an incumbent?      Yes     No   


Part 1:  If elected, what position do you expect to take on the following environmental issues?
	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	1. DEEP Operations (funding)
(Click Here for more information)
	Currently, all revenues collected by CT DEEP through permits, licenses, and admissions fees go to the General Fund and do not support DEEP operations.  Would you support creation or re-institution of a fund within DEEP that enabled it to recoup revenues from hunting permits, special licenses, parks admissions, etc.?
	x
	
	

	Comments: 


	2. Transportation and Mass Transit.
(Click Here for more information)

	Would you support policies or legislation to promote transit-oriented development that        focuses growth and dense development around transit stations while respecting the unique character of each of our 169 cities and towns?
	x
	
	

	Comments: While Mayor and Town Councilor I supported mixed use zoning while being debated in my Town. We need to get more people to where they need to be without automobiles.
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	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	3. Riverfront Protection
(Click Here for more information)
	 Would you support a statewide system of protective vegetated buffers along the state’s

rivers and streams (with exemptions for built-up areas, agriculture and other special situations)?
	x
	
	

	Comments: My past experience related to this issue is former Shellfish Commission member, Shellfish Task Force chair, and State appointed Bluff Point Advisory Committee all in Groton.


	4. Pesticides Rollback 
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support and protect the current ban on toxic pesticides on school grounds?  
	x
	
	

	Comments:


	5. Pharmaceutical       Disposal
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support a statewide program that allows Connecticut’s residents to have a safe and secure place to dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs?
	x
	
	

	Comments: As long as such a program was not an unfunded mandate from the State causing local taxpayers to pay for it. I do have a knowledge of the issue being a retired pharmaceutical chemist. Also I have attended a presentation at the National League of Cities in Washington D.C. as Mayor of Groton to learn about this issue. Currently a member of the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority.


	6. GMO Labeling
  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods, also known as GMO?
	
	x
	

	Comments:


	7. Mattress Recycling
  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support requiring manufactures to create a system for mattress-component recycling similar to the systems for recycling electric waste and the unused paint?
	x
	
	

	Comments: As long as it was at no cost to the local municipalities. My answer is yes here with reservations. Small businesses could be affected adversely which is a concern. I recently voted to charge people for mattress disposal at our transfer station in Groton.


	8. Water Conservation
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support efficient use and planning of water supplies by providing incentives for utilities to encourage water conservation through ratemaking mechanisms?
	x
	
	

	Comments: I currently serve on the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority. We have thresholds where rates go up with excessive use by a customer. Stream flow regulations when properly enforced would be important to assure future water needs are met.


	9. Toxics (children)
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support legislation that creates a process that identifies chemicals of high concern to children and makes recommendations how to reduce their exposure?
	
	x
	

	Comments: I am a retired pharmaceutical chemist and would have to review the tox data before making a decision. Protecting our children from exposure to hazards is everyone’s responsibility.


	10. Community Redevelopment and Conservation Act (CRCA)
 (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support an optional conveyance tax for municipalities on buyers of real property to be used within the municipality for preservation and conservation of land, air, water, and energy resources?
	
	x
	

	Comments: More research by myself before committing to a definitive answer. I am a graduate of Land Use Leadership Alliance workshop put on by Pace University. This workshop brought all players together to discuss their interests and how to cooperate/understand each other. Attendees included elected municipal officials, land use commission members, developers, and conservation minded citizens. Locally as Mayor and Town Councilor I have been Open Space Chairperson and have advocated for the purchase of open space.



[image: image2.png]CONNECTICUT LEAGUE OF
CONSERVATION VOTERS




Part 2:    What environmental issue has lacked the attention in Connecticut and/or your district that it deserves?  As a legislator, what will you do to change that?

 Long Island Sound needs more work. Declining lobster population, and important industry, is a sign of something is going on. Global warming and the rise of sea level are part of it but other factors need to be considered. Support funding to protect and conduct research of Long Island Sound.
Part 3:
If you are elected and you could choose only one environmental issue to address, which ONE of the following issues would be your priority for the 2013 Legislative Session?
	
	DEEP Funding
	
	Pesticides Rollback
	
	Mattress Recycling
	
	CRCA

	
	Transportation & Mass Transit

	
	Pharmaceutical Disposal
	
	Water Conservation
	
	Other (please describe)

	
	Riverfront Protection
	
	GMO labeling
	
	Toxics (children)
	
	


   Explain Why: Protecting our saltmarshes and water front is important because of how much the health of Long Island Sound depends on it. All of our rivers lead to the sound. I know a great deal about how important the health of our waterfront is to the ecosystem.
�
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