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2012 Candidate Survey
· Email your completed survey to: elections@ctlcv.org
· Please attach a biography

· Please complete this survey by July 1, 2012.  Thank you!

	Candidate Name:​​​​​​​​​​     Susan Eastwood                                      

Running for:   House    Senate                       District No:   35                              Party:  Democrat

Candidate/Campaign Mailing Address:  178 Waterfall Road, Ashford, CT 06278

Phone:   860-428-5304                                Website:  TBD                                                               Email: sceastwood@yahoo.com

Are you enrolled in the Citizen’s Election Fund for public campaign financing?     Yes     No

Do you have a primary?     Yes     No
Are you an incumbent?      Yes     No   


Part 1:  If elected, what position do you expect to take on the following environmental issues?
	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	1. DEEP Operations (funding)
(Click Here for more information)
	Currently, all revenues collected by CT DEEP through permits, licenses, and admissions fees go to the General Fund and do not support DEEP operations.  Would you support creation or re-institution of a fund within DEEP that enabled it to recoup revenues from hunting permits, special licenses, parks admissions, etc.?
	X
	
	

	Comments: This fund would guarantee that these revenues are used by CT DEEP, which has been underfunded for years. Without adequate funding, the DEEP has no ability to carry out its important mission of protecting the environment of CT. I would support this and other proposals to increase DEEP funding.


	2. Transportation and Mass Transit.
(Click Here for more information)

	Would you support policies or legislation to promote transit-oriented development that        focuses growth and dense development around transit stations while respecting the unique character of each of our 169 cities and towns?
	X
	
	

	Comments: Smart growth initiatives will help control sprawl, build livable communities and help preserve remaining open space in CT. I will support and work hard to provide incentives/requirements for smart growth in towns and to apply these principles to state planning as well. Preserving the character of each town must be a key element in development planning.


	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	3. Riverfront Protection

(Click Here for more information)
	 Would you support a statewide system of protective vegetated buffers along the state’s

rivers and streams (with exemptions for built-up areas, agriculture and other special situations)?
	X
	
	

	Comments:  Vegetative buffers along rivers prevent environmental damage and expensive fixes later, as well as providing towns with open space and recreational areas. The noted exemptions are reasonable to protect developed areas and agricultural use.


	4. Pesticides Rollback 

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support and protect the current ban on toxic pesticides on school grounds?  
	X
	
	

	Comments:  I supported this legislation on the grassroots level and I will fight to preserve it. Pesticides are one of the most dangerous products containing chemicals of concern, harmful to all, but especially to children during their developmental years. Protecting them should be our first priority. We must strengthen environmental law and pass funding for enforcement rather than rollback existing standards. 


	5. Pharmaceutical       Disposal
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support a statewide program that allows Connecticut’s residents to have a safe and secure place to dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs?
	X
	
	

	Comments:  Hormone disruptors have been found in many water supplies and have been linked to mutations in fish and amphibians. Medical waste is a likely source of these dangerous chemicals in our water. I would strongly support legislation to control disposal of pharmaceuticals; drop off centers located at state police departments or medical facilities would be one way to make it easy for individuals to dispose of old drugs.


	6. GMO Labeling

  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods, also known as GMO?
	X
	
	

	Comments: With 70% of processed foods sold in U.S. containing GMOs and a majority of non-organic meat raised on GMO grains, with no testing of the impacts of GMOs on humans required, consumers are becoming alarmed! It is very difficult to avoid GMOs in our food today and virtually impossible without more information. We have a right to know what is in the food we eat and feed our families!


	7. Mattress Recycling

  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support requiring manufactures to create a system for mattress-component recycling similar to the systems for recycling electric waste and the unused paint?
	X
	
	

	Comments: Mattresses are costly for towns to dispose of; they are bulky and don’t fit into incinerators so they must be processed or shipped out of state. An EPR bill on mattresses would help towns lower costs and be environmentally responsible, as well as supporting new businesses and jobs in CT.  I testified in support of this bill last session and represent Clean Water Action on the CT Product Stewardship Council.


	8. Water Conservation

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support efficient use and planning of water supplies by providing incentives for utilities to encourage water conservation through ratemaking mechanisms?
	X
	
	

	Comments: Water conservation protects natural resources, improves stream flow and reduces energy use.  But water utilities are not motivated to promote efficiencies because less water use will lead to lost revenues. Properly written, ratemaking mechanisms could incentivize the utilities to promote water conservation. Consumer education, water conservation retrofits and a rate structure that sends appropriate price signals to the consumer would also help to promote water conservation.


	9. Toxics (children)

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support legislation that creates a process that identifies chemicals of high concern to children and makes recommendations how to reduce their exposure?
	X
	
	

	Comments:  I have worked on this issue for several years with Clean Water Action and the Coalition for a Safe and Healthy CT. I was closely involved with the ban of Bisphenol-A from baby bottles, infant formula cans and thermal receipt paper, ban of cadmium from children’s jewelry and establishment of Chemical Innovations Institute at UCONN. I have also worked to pass a more comprehensive approach to toxic chemical policy and this will be a top priority for me if elected. 


	10. Community Redevelopment and Conservation Act (CRCA)

 (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support an optional conveyance tax for municipalities on buyers of real property to be used within the municipality for preservation and conservation of land, air, water, and energy resources?
	X
	
	

	Comments: I have supported this idea locally as a member of the Ashford P&ZC, Conservation Commission’s Open Space sub-committee and chair of the Clean Energy Task Force. I would be active in my support of this proposal.
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Part 2:    What environmental issue has lacked the attention in Connecticut that it deserves?  As a legislator, what will you do to change that?  What are the environmental priorities in your district?
Although the CT Legislature passed an energy bill in 2010, it did not include a much-needed comprehensive energy plan for the state. This would include support for clean, renewable energy, and energy efficiency programs as well as LEED standards for new building and incentives for retrofits of existing structures. It should also include cost-cutting measures to lower electrical costs, which are cited as one of the main reasons for businesses leaving the state. I have worked for several years to promote these issues at the state legislature, and I am the chair of the Ashford Clean Energy Task Force as well.
As a legislator, I will be a champion for environmental issues, green jobs, smart growth and farms. I will be there for the environmental community, to listen, support in caucus and show up for votes. My opponent has a record of missing key votes (Guglielmo missed 7 out of 12 key environment votes in 2011 and 5 out of 9 in 2010; he also voted against the Energy bill and for the Haddam land swap.) I will work to build a caucus of legislators from Eastern CT who support these issues.
The 35th State Senate District includes 13 towns from Vernon over to Woodstock, so key environmental issues vary from development and sprawl in the more urban areas to preserving farmland and open space in the more rural towns. Most of the district is a part of the Last Green Valley and maintaining our rural heritage is a top priority for us. Planning for smart growth in the future is also of top importance. 
Bringing jobs to CT is of key importance to the entire state and I am particularly interested in promoting emerging technologies, such as renewable energy and green jobs as I feel that these will help CT to be at the forefront of a modern economy and promote clean, efficient energy use. I believe that supporting agriculture and keeping working farms alive will help to strengthen the economy of rural CT with new jobs and small agriculture-related businesses. As a member of the AGvocate and Open Space Committees and Planning and Zoning Commission in Ashford, I have been very active in this area and I would be a leader in the legislature on these issues.

Part 3:
If you are elected and you could choose only one environmental issue to address, which ONE of the following issues would be your priority for the 2013 Legislative Session?
	
	DEEP Funding
	
	Pesticides Rollback
	
	Mattress Recycling
	
	CRCA

	
	Transportation & Mass Transit

	
	Pharmaceutical Disposal
	
	Water Conservation
	
	Other (please describe)

	
	Riverfront Protection
	
	GMO labeling
	
	Toxics (children)
	
	


 Explain Why:
I am strongly supportive of passing environmental health legislation to protect our workers, children and all citizens from chemicals of concern in everyday products. I am proud to work with the Coalition for a Safe and Healthy CT and to have been a part of the efforts to ban bisphenol-A from baby bottles and infant formula can linings and thermal receipt paper, to remove cadmium from children’s jewelry and to create the Chemical Innovations Institute at UCONN. This past session I worked on comprehensive chemical policy reform and increasing recycling of mercury thermostats. Environmental health is a vital issue for the environment, workplace and for public safety and I would plan to be a champion in this area, if elected.
�
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