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2012 Candidate Survey
· Email your completed survey to: elections@ctlcv.org
· Please attach a biography

· Please complete this survey by July 1, 2012.  Thank you!

	Candidate Name:​​​​​​​​​​         Thomas P. Gullotta “Tom”                                  

Running for:   House    Senate                       District No:        13                         Party: Democrat

Candidate/Campaign Mailing Address:  221 Keeney Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033


Phone:     1-860-908-8067                                       Facebook:  Tom Gullotta for State Rep                 Email: tpgullotta@aol.com

Are you enrolled in the Citizen’s Election Fund for public campaign financing?     Yes     No

Do you have a primary?     Yes     No
Are you an incumbent?      Yes     No   


Part 1:  If elected, what position do you expect to take on the following environmental issues?
	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	1. DEEP Operations (funding)

(Click Here for more information)
	Currently, all revenues collected by CT DEEP through permits, licenses, and admissions fees go to the General Fund and do not support DEEP operations.  Would you support creation or re-institution of a fund within DEEP that enabled it to recoup revenues from hunting permits, special licenses, parks admissions, etc.?
	X
	
	

	Comments: This assumes that fees exceed the current DEEP budget. If fees do not exceed the current DEEP budget then I would need a rationale for why this action should be taken. Don’t misunderstand me, I do think more can be done. For example, do we operate a lobster hatchery? Connecticut use to back in the 1920s and 30’s. 



	2. Transportation and Mass Transit.

(Click Here for more information)

	Would you support policies or legislation to promote transit-oriented development that        focuses growth and dense development around transit stations while respecting the unique character of each of our 169 cities and towns?
	X
	
	

	Comments: Generally speaking yes. I assume you are not suggesting a “New Town” as was once proposed for the Bolton/Coventry area some 30 or so years ago. 


	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	3. Riverfront Protection

(Click Here for more information)
	 Would you support a statewide system of protective vegetated buffers along the state’s

rivers and streams (with exemptions for built-up areas, agriculture and other special situations)?
	X
	
	

	Comments: 


	4. Pesticides Rollback 

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support and protect the current ban on toxic pesticides on school grounds?  
	X
	
	

	Comments: And I would support the expansion of this regulation to areas such as golf courses if it does not already apply. The damage of runoff to our rivers, stream, and ultimately the Sound is unacceptable. 


	5. Pharmaceutical       Disposal
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support a statewide program that allows Connecticut’s residents to have a safe and secure place to dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs?
	X
	
	

	Comments: And it should be a system that is ongoing rather than the one that currently collects drugs a few times a year. Extend that concept to hazardous household chemicals and these new light bulbs too. 


	6. GMO Labeling

  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods, also known as GMO?
	X
	
	

	Comments: Absolutely, as I happen to be an organic vegetable gardener. 


	7. Mattress Recycling

  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support requiring manufactures to create a system for mattress-component recycling similar to the systems for recycling electric waste and the unused paint?
	X
	
	

	Comments:


	8. Water Conservation

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support efficient use and planning of water supplies by providing incentives for utilities to encourage water conservation through ratemaking mechanisms?
	X
	
	

	Comments: See below my position on water and sewers in general.


	9. Toxics (children)

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support legislation that creates a process that identifies chemicals of high concern to children and makes recommendations how to reduce their exposure?
	X
	
	

	Comments: 


	10. Community Redevelopment and Conservation Act (CRCA)

 (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support an optional conveyance tax for municipalities on buyers of real property to be used within the municipality for preservation and conservation of land, air, water, and energy resources?
	X
	
	

	Comments: I along with other town council members some 25 years ago passed the town ordinance establishing Glastonbury’s Land Acquistion Fund. To date, the town has purchased and preserved approximately 1,500 acres of open space. If CRCA would push other communities to act then I would support it.  
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Part 2:    What environmental issue has lacked the attention in Connecticut that it deserves?  As a legislator, what will you do to change that?  What are the environmental priorities in your district?
As a past president of the Glastonbury Land Heritage Coalition and a current member of the Glastonbury Town Council, I have urged a land use policy that simply states that development is permitted in accord with the underlying zone to the extent that the land can support that development without the extension of either sewers or water to that property. Where sewers and/or water lines currently serve an area then more intensive development (as in village centers, clustered housing, etc.) can be undertaken. (See your #2 above.) This philosophy if embraced would encourage the redevelopment of previously developed properties with the necessary infrastructure already in place and leave our dwindling forest and farmlands to serve the necessary purposes they do (as in cleanse the air, purify our water, offer wildlife a place to live, grow locally and safer to eat foods). Think of this as a “Neighborhood Redevelopment Act” that would benefit many of our older mixed income communities like Manchester, East Hartford, Rockville, etc. 

Glastonbury continues to seek opportunities to purchase large existing parcels of land to preserve them and to reuse them appropriately (for farming, recreational, or most recently to reopen a horse farm operation). Land acquistion along the Connecticut River also remains a top priority. Manchester, unlike Glastonbury, is a city with a longer history of manufacturing and higher density development. I believe my “Neighborhood Redevelopment Act” would address issues with older housing stock (lead paint) and the increasing number of big box vacant stores that litter the landscape. The reuse and improvement of existing properties in Manchester with the enactment of CRCA (or a similar concept) could encourage this community to more aggressively pursue land conservation for the benefit of its residents.      

Part 3:
If you are elected and you could choose only one environmental issue to address, which ONE of the following issues would be your priority for the 2013 Legislative Session?
	
	DEEP Funding
	
	Pesticides Rollback
	
	Mattress Recycling
	
	CRCA

	
	Transportation & Mass Transit


	
	Pharmaceutical Disposal
	
	Water Conservation
	
	Other (please describe)

	
	Riverfront Protection
	
	GMO labeling
	
	Toxics (children)
	
	


 Explain Why: Simply put, once developed the opportunity for preservation is lost. 
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