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CONSERVATION VOTERS

» Email your completed survey to: elections@ctlcv.org
« Please attach a biography
« Please complete this survey by July 1, 2012. Thank youl

Candidate Name: Leon J. Karvelis

Running for: X House T Senate District No: 135 party: Democrat

Candidate/Campaign Mailing Address: 42 Umanaug Road, Redding, CT 06896

Phone:  (203) 938-3299 Website:  www.KarvelisforCT.com Email:  karvelisforct@optonline.net
Are you enrolled in the Citizen’s Election Fund for public campaign financing? a(Yes No
Do you have a primary? Yes o
Are you an incumbent? Yes Mo

Part 1: If elected, what position do you expect to take on the following environmental issues?
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1. DEEP Operations| Currently, all revenues collected by CT DEEP through permits, licenses, and admissions
(funding) fees go to the General Fund and do not support DEEP operations. Would you support
creation or re-institution of a fund within DEEP that enabled it to recoup revenues from X
(Click Here for moreinformation) | hunting permits, special licenses, parks admissions, etc.?
Comments:
2. Transportation and] Would you support policies or legislation to promote transit-oriented development that
Mass Transit. focuses growth and dense development around transit stations while respecting the
(Click Here for moreinformation) | Uinique character of each of our 169 cities and towns? X
Comments: Deemphasis of dependence upon autos is both desired and advantageous in
any urban development setting. | support light and heavy rail access and

L intermoctat-bus-and-bicyclepath-atternatives:
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Topic Question

Support
Uncertain
Oppose

3. Riverfront Would you support a statewide system of protective vegetated buffers along the state’s
Protection rivers and streams (with exemptions for built-up areas, agriculture and other
(Glick Here for more information) | special situations)? X
Comments: : N . s » : dx o
Such buffers offer bank retention, runoff barriers and protective natural transitions and are important in maintaining

threatened waterways. My district has many riverine and reservoir water features that must be protected to preserve our
4. Pesticidasifers. Would you support and protect the current ban on toxic pesticides on school grounds?
Rollback X
Click Here for more information)
Comments:

| support the use of natural pest control, not toxic artificial chemicals on school grounds.

5. Pharmaceutical | Would you support a statewide program that allows Connecticut’s residents to have a
Disposal safe and secure place to dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs? X

(Click Here for more information)

Comments: Yes.We cannot continue to permit such drugs to pollute our landfills and watersheds. Furthermore, addictive drugs should be

properly disposed of in a manner
that discourages abuse by children and others with household access. A safe and secure facility such as a police station repository
6. GMO LaE‘éﬁ‘HPQ"”eT'Would you support mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods, also known
(Click Here for more information) | @8 GMO?
Comments:  Yes. Consumers should have access to information a

disclosure of origin is important.
7. Mattress Recycling

X
nt dangers associated with GMO, but

bout the origin of all foodstuffs. | am not convinced that there are significal

Would you support requiring manufactures to create a system for mattress-component
(Click Here for more information)

recycling similar to the systems for recycling electric waste and the unused paint? X
Comments:  common sense dictates this be done.
8. Water Would you support efficient use and planning of water supplies by providing
Conservation incentives for utilities to encourage water conservation through ratemaking X
|(Glick Here for more information) mechanisms?
Comments: Water conservation is essential in alleviating pressures upon and extending the useful life of aquifers. Economic incentives should

be encouraged, if not already in place.
9, Toxics (children)

|(Click Here for more information)

Would you support legislation that creates a process that identifies chemicals of high

lconcern to children and makes recommendations how to reduce their exposure? X
Comments:
| am very interested in consideration of funding UConn's Chemical Innovation Institute. | admire Massachusetts' industrial and commerciat
ical analytical and reporting policies and believe they should be implemented in CT. subject to suitable funding mechani
10. Community Would you support an optional conveyance tax for

unicipalities on buyers of
Redevelopment | real property to be used within the municipality for preservation and

and Conservation | conservation of land, air, water, and energy resources? X
Act (CRCA)

(Click Here for more information)

[Comments:

Current econonic circumstances and the extremely poor state of the real estate market mitigate against additional tax burdens of this sort at this time. | would consider

the option of a conveyance fee on commercial, industrial and large scale residential developers for conservation purposes, but not individual property transfers.
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Part2: What environmental issue has lacked the attention in Connecticut that it deserves? As a legislator,
what will you do to change that? What are the environmental priorities in your district?

The lack of alternate home heating fuels in our region has mandated the almost exclusive use of

oil for home heating in my district. Natural gas burns cleaner, pollutes less, reduces the occasion for oil
spills and is much less expensive. Despite the fact that gas utilities have exclusive franchises to deliver
service in the district, they provide no trunk lines and have never polled our region for consumer
demand. | intend to call for gas utilities to either provide availability in a service area within a
reasonable time period, or lose their exclusive status.

Part3: If you are elected and you could choose only one environmental issue to address, which ONE of the
following issues would be your priority for the 2013 Legislative Session?

DEEP Funding O Pesticides Rollback Mattress Recycling CRCA
Transportation & Mass Transit Pharmaceutical Disposal Water Conservation Other (please describe)
Riverfront Protection GMO labeling Toxics (children)

Explain Why: Aquifer protection is extremely important in our watershed District. We cannot allow improperly disposed

pharmaceuticals to continue to pollute the watershed. | will fight for that in the coming session if elected.

e e s,

Connecticut League of Conservation Voters Candidate Survey = 553 Farmington Avenus, Suite 201, Hartford, CT 06106 « 860.236.5442 » elections@cticv.org Page 3




[image: image4.png]42 Umpawaug Road
Redding, CT 06896
June 18, 2012

Connecticut League of Conservation Voters
553 Farmington Avenue

Suite 201

Hartford, CT 06105

Dear League Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to your endorsement questionnaire for
the upcoming State election. Enclosed please find my responses to your
questions, as well as a brief summary of my background. Should you require any
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

As a resident of the Town of Redding, CT, | take great pride in living in a
community that treasures its financial, social and environmental commitment to
open space and the protection of its watershed nature. The same is true of the
Towns of Easton and Weston, which | seek to represent. As a result, the
endorsement of the League, should | be honored to receive it, is very important
to me and to my supporters.

Sincerely,

L )N

Leon J. Karvelis
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Leon J. Karvelis, Jr.
42 Umpawaug Road
Redding, CT 06896
(203) 938-3299
OCCUPATION - Retired.

My professional career involved over thirty years of work with banks, securities firms and
insurers as an officer and executive in the fields of public finance, public policy, municipal
research and advisory, and public cash management. My financial advisory work on behalf of
White, Weld & Co. and then Morgan Guaranty Trust involved working with state and local bond
issuers ranging from the City of Detroit to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and New York
City’s Municipal Assistance Corporation. | then started and managed the Municipal Research
Departments of Citigroup and subsequently Merrill Lynch. More recently, | worked for 15 years
at MBIA Insurance Corporation in Armonk, NY, where | served as Executive Vice President and
Director for Research and Business Development and provided financial guaranty insurance
services for thousands of states and local governments. Subsequently | served as MBIA’s
Director of Corporate Development and President of MBIA Municipal Investors Service
Corporation which provided investment management services for hundreds of U.S. local
governments, states and school districts in 15 states and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

I've served as the Chairman of the National Federation of Municipal Analysts, President
of the Municipal Forum of New York and President of the Society of Municipal Analysts, as well
as advisor to the Governmental Accounting Standards Board.

EDUCATION— BA, Brooklyn College; MBA, Pace University; Public Finance Institute
Certificate from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI; Certificate, Strategic Thinking and
Management — Mergers and Acquisitions, The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania.

(After graduation from Brooklyn College in 1964, where | majored in History and minored
in Educational Psychology, | taught Jr. High School as a licensed teacher in Brooklyn, New York
and in Manhattan for two years. | also worked briefly as a Field Investigator for the New York
State Labor Department before entering the private sector.)

COMMUNITY SERVICE—Election Moderator, Town of Redding; Member, Board of
Assessment Appeals, Town of Redding; Region 9 Board of Education; Vice President of the
Board of Representatives of CES (Cooperative Educational Services); Member, Democratic
Town Committee of Redding. | also served as a Board Director of Wyckham Rise, a private
preparatory school for girls in Washington Depot, CT.




