
 

 

2025 Wildlife Action Plan 10-year update 
July 27, 2025 

To: Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 

From: Lori Brown, CTLCV Executive Director 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on DEEP’s proposed 2025 
Wildlife Action Plan.  
 
The CT League of Conservation Voters works with wildlife and conservation 
groups across the state who have in depth expertise with state programs 
and policies impacting animals, plants, ecosystems and public health.   
CTLCV’s input on the draft Plan is  specifically focused on enforcement of 
new and existing laws that have been passed to protect our environment. 
 
The plan currently has “Law Enforcement &  Prosecution” as LOW and has 
“Legislative & Regulatory Framework” as MODERATE. 
 
CTLCV urges  DEEP to  move  both of the above areas of enforcement to the 
HIGH PRIORITY category. 
 
With federal money shrinking, and the Trump administration’s closing EPA 
offices and rolling back federal environmental protections,  we acknowledge 
the ongoing difficulty that DEEP has with insufficient resources.  That is 
exactly why enforcement of existing state laws is even more critical where 
federal help is disappearing. 
 
We agree that education is an important part of DEEP’s efforts, but there will 
always be people and private interests  willing to violate state environmental 
laws. DEEPs priority on science will mean little without robust enforcement. 
 
Public hearings at the legislature this year on several bills involving DEEP 
reflected high BIPARTISAN SUPPORT for additional enforcement and concern 
over the lack of sufficient Environmental Conservation officers.   When 
“Passport to  the Parks”  resulted in a four-fold increase in park users, there 



was no accompanying increase in funding to DEEP to support the additional 
law enforcement needs.    
 
We have  firsthand accounts of violations being reported to DEEP’s  hotline 
(such as loose dogs in park wildlife areas at beaches,  tents set up in 
restricted dune nesting areas, ATVs on trails, poaching,  etc.) where no 
officer responded.  Perhaps that is because the increased number of park 
users requires more resources to ensure public safety,  which is taking 
priority over wildlife protections. 
 
DEEP and the Wildlife Action Plan must put a higher priority on the types of 
law enforcement that protect CT’s nongame wildlife and ensure that more of 
its resources go to Environmental Conservation officers.  We hear that DEEP 
was aiming for 85 officers even before Passport to the Parks increased  park 
use.  The fact that there are now only 57 officers is a huge red flag.   DEEP 
should have at least twice as many officers to fulfill its basic duties of both 
public safety AND enforcement of existing laws that protect wildlife. 
 
CTLCV appreciates the effort that DEEP has made to gather public feedback 
on the State Wildlife Action Plan. We hope our comments will help support 
additional resources for the Agency’s enforcement actions.  
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