
 

 
 

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION   
SB 7051 AAC BLACK BEAR MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
February 27, 2025 

 
To: Honored Co-Chairs Sen. Herron Gaston and Rep. Patrick Boyd, Vice 
Chairs, Ranking Members, and Distinguished Members of the Public Safety 
and Security Committee 
 
From: Lori Brown, Executive Director, CT League of Conservation Voters 
 
On behalf of CTLCV, thank you for allowing us to express our OPPOSITION 
to SB 7051. This bill is costly and unnecessary because DEEP is already 
doing some of it and the rest is largely unnecessary or already known – 
DEEP does not need a study bill.  
 
This issue has been raised at the legislature for many years, with hunters 
seeking open season and unrestricted ability to hunt bears in the deep 
woods where they naturally live. Hunting has no impact on bears that 
have been drawn into communities to take advantage of easy food 
sources provided by homeowners. 
 
DEEP says that CT has 1,000-1,200 bears statewide. The carrying capacity is 
estimated by DEEP to be 3,000. DEEP's own data shows bear populations at 
under 50% of capacity.  
 
In looking at the overall landscape of options, it is important to note that 
DEEP already has the ability to destroy any bear that comes in 
conflict with humans, their pets, or their farms. 
 
A large-scale hunt to reduce the population will not change the root cause of 
human-bear conflict in certain communities.  
 
Hunting bears will also orphan many cubs. DEEP’s misguided policies on bear 
cubs have led to additional tragedy, causing unnecessary suffering of bear 
cubs too young to be on their own. 
 
Instead, DEEP should be implementing a much more robust statewide 
program to educate the public and advance “Bearsmart” programs.  
 
 
 
 



.   
 
 
CTLCV supports non-lethal solutions to address this human-caused problem 
It is important for DEEP to fully pursue all the non-lethal actions available  
and not perpetuate the falsehood that hunting will resolve the problem. 
Studies have shown time and again that it is food availability, not bear 
population numbers, that cause most negative human-bear interactions.  
 
 
SEE DOCUMENT BELOW: “Keeping People Safe and Bears Wild” 
 

Funding for grants to municipalities and perhaps businesses for mitigation 
measures would go a long way in helping towns address any current 
problems they are experiencing.  This should include Bear resistant garbage 
containers.  Connecticut needs to invest in these solutions and ensure that 
our state takes all the steps necessary to properly manage this important 
wild species.  

CTLCV asks the Public Safety and Security Committee to reject SB 7051 and 
instead require DEEP to ramp up their public education efforts and support 
programs that reduce food attractants where humans reside. 
 
Thank you for considering our comments. 
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