Q CONNECTICliT LEAGUE OF
CONSERVATION VOTERS
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 7271

AA ESTABLISHING A WORKING GROUP TO STUDY BEVERAGE
CONTAINER REDEMPTION RATES IN THE STATE AND REDUCING THE
FEE ON INFUSED BEVERAGE CONTAINERS

April 13, 2025

To: Honorable Co-Chairs Sen. Fonfara and Rep. Horn, and Distinguished
Members of the Finance, Revenue & Bonding Committee

From: Lori Brown, Executive Director, CT League of Conservation Voters

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding HB 7271
which would fund enforcement measures contained in SB 1115 recently
passed out of the Environment Committee. Both bills are needed to
mitigate people redeeming deposit cans and bottles purchased outside of
Connecticut.

CTLCV has been working for many years to improve and maintain our
state’s landmark recycling program.

We also submitted testimony in support of SB 1115, that clarified cross-
border redemption was illegal and passed some registration requirements
for redemption centers. The Environment Committee has since removed the
data collection language that was a concern at the time.

The state will need to conduct some initial enforcement to make an
example of some high-volume redeemers that are illegally taking
advantage of the 10C deposit. This initial enforcement step is needed to
reduce the motivation for cross-border travel with the prospect of being
turned away.

With regards to HB 7271 before the Finance Committee:

« We don't need a study. It is apparent to everyone that vehicles with
out-of-state plates are coming to redeem containers.

e SB 1115 does a good job of clarifying it is illegal, defining the agency
responsible, and setting penalties. What’s missing is FUNDING for
enforcement (part time enforcement officer at a minimum).

 Enforcement as well as education funding should come from the bottle
deposit escheats that are currently collected under the Bottle Bill law.

e« Michigan sets aside the first $1m in unredeemed deposits that the state
receives and distributes to the State Police to enforce the Bottle Bill.




CT can do the same. The bottle bill generated $67 million in
unredeemed revenue last year (split between the state and
distributors).

On a related note, we are still highly concerned that the confusing
“CTRV"” label being allowed on deposit containers instead of

“CT 10C" has not yet been addressed. DEEP needs to rescind the order
that was temporarily issued to provide ample time for industry to institute
the appropriate labeling. If DEEP continues to delay, we urge lawmakers to
require this change.

We would also caution against any efforts to include language in HB 7271

that would remove containers that are currently covered under the
program.

Thank you for supporting a strong Bottle Bill in Connecticut!
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