
 
 

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO HB 1560 
AAC CONNECTICUT'S ECONOMY, ELECTRICITY AFFORDABILITY AND 

BUSINESS COMPETITIVENESS AND ESTABLISHING THE CONNECTICUT 
ENERGY PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY AND THE GREEN BOND FUND 

April 15, 2025 

To: Honorable Co-Chairs Sen. Fonfara and Rep. Horn, and Distinguished 
Members of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee 

From: Connor Yakaitis, Deputy Director, CT League of Conservation Voters 

The Connecticut League of Conservation Voters (CTLCV) strongly opposes 
HB 1560, which would fundamentally undermine Connecticut’s clean 
energy goals, regulatory oversight, and the stability of programs that 
protect ratepayers and advance renewable energy. 

First and foremost, this bill eviscerates Connecticut’s Renewable Portfolio 
Standard (RPS) by expanding the definition of Class I resources to include 
the Millstone nuclear facility. The RPS was designed to spur the 
development of new, clean renewable energy sources like wind and 
solar. Including Millstone, an existing and already heavily subsidized 
generator, would crowd out these emerging technologies, ultimately slowing 
our transition to a cleaner energy future. 

HB 1560 also establishes a new quasi-public agency, the Connecticut Energy 
Procurement Authority, which duplicates the work already being done 
effectively by PURA and DEEP. This redundancy is unnecessary, costly, 
and will sow confusion in regulatory processes that require expert, 
transparent oversight, not political interference. 

The proposal also undermines grid modernization efforts by “reestablishing” 
initiatives like Advanced Metering Infrastructure and Demand Response, 
efforts that are already well underway through existing PURA dockets. 
Reinventing the wheel does not improve progress; it delays it. 

Perhaps most troubling, HB 1560 eliminates the proven System Benefits 
Charge and Public Benefits Charge funding model and replaces it with a 
“Green Bond Fund” and an “Electric Rate Stabilization Fund.” These 
changes politicize the funding of critical energy efficiency and clean 
energy programs, putting their future in the hands of annual budget 
negotiations and threatening the consistency needed for long-term grid 
investments. 

In short, HB 1560 represents a dramatic rollback in regulatory stability, 
clean energy investment, and consumer protection. It weakens our ability to 
meet climate goals by undermining the Renewable Portfolio Standard, 



introduces unnecessary bureaucracy, and replaces tested funding 
mechanisms with speculative and unstable alternatives. By politicizing 
essential energy programs and stripping PURA of its independent oversight 
authority, this bill jeopardizes the progress Connecticut has made 
toward a more equitable, sustainable, and affordable energy future. 

As one of over 30 state leagues, we should note that many other states look 
toward Connecticut as a leader in regulatory authority. Our current system 
ensures consistent investment, thoughtful regulation, and broad stakeholder 
engagement. HB 1560 discards that structure in favor of a politicized, 
redundant, and destabilizing framework that prioritizes corporate interests 
and short-term optics over climate leadership and ratepayer protection. 

For the sake of Connecticut’s environment, economy, and clean energy 
future, we urge lawmakers to reject HB 1560 and reaffirm their 
commitment to a clean, accountable, and resilient energy system. 
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