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To: Honorable Co-Chairs Sen. Lopes and Rep. Parker, and Distinguished
Members of the Environment Committee

From: Connor Yakaitis, Deputy Director, CT League of Conservation Voters

The Connecticut League of Conservation Voters (CTLCV) strongly opposes
HB 6249, which represents a significant and dangerous rollback of the
environmental protections enshrined in the Connecticut Environmental
Protection Act (CEPA). CEPA has long served as a critical tool for public
accountability in environmental decision-making, ensuring that Connecticut’s
natural resources are preserved for current and future generations. By
weakening this essential law, HB 6249 threatens the ability of citizens,
advocacy organizations, and impacted communities to safeguard the
air, water, and land that we all depend on.

For decades, CEPA has upheld the public trust doctrine, which recognizes
that Connecticut’s natural resources belong to all its residents and must be
managed for the public good. This doctrine has empowered concerned
citizens and environmental organizations to intervene when the environment
is at risk—an essential safeguard against irresponsible development. HB
6249 would drastically curtail this authority, making it far more difficult
for communities to hold decision-makers accountable and protect vital public
resources from harm.

One of the most alarming aspects of HB 6249 is its severe restriction on who
can participate in administrative or judicial proceedings related to residential
building permit applications. Historically, environmental advocates, local
conservation groups, and everyday citizens have played a key role in
identifying and preventing environmental harm before it occurs. By
significantly narrowing the scope of who has standing to intervene, this bill
silences the voices that have helped shape responsible environmental policy
and prevent long-term damage to Connecticut’s ecosystems.

The consequences of this rollback will be particularly devastating for
low-income communities and marginalized populations, who already bear a
disproportionate burden of pollution and environmental degradation. These
communities often lack the financial and political resources to challenge
harmful development projects. CEPA has provided a crucial pathway for
them to advocate for their health and well-being. HB 6249 would strip
these protections away, making it even harder to combat environmental
injustices and putting vulnerable residents at greater risk.



Beyond the immediate impacts, HB 6249 sends a troubling message that
Connecticut is willing to sacrifice environmental oversight for expediency.
Eroding CEPA's protections for residential developments sets a dangerous
precedent that could lead to further rollbacks on environmental safeguards
in commercial and industrial projects. This bill prioritizes short-term
convenience for developers over the long-term sustainability of our
communities, ecosystems, and public health.

Environmental laws like CEPA exist to ensure that development occurs
responsibly, with full consideration of environmental and public health
impacts. Undermining these laws does not create a more efficient permitting
process—it weakens our state’s commitment to environmental stewardship
and public participation.

For these reasons, CTLCV urges you to oppose HB 6249 and protect the
integrity of CEPA. The right of the public to defend Connecticut’s
environment must not be compromised. Thank you for your time and
consideration.
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