[Submitted via email 3-31-25]

TO: DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov

RE: CT General Statutes Section 16a-3a: 2025 Integrated Resources Plan
FROM: Lori Brown, Executive Director, CT League of Conservation Voters

On behalf of the CT League of Conservation Voters, thank you for the
opportunity to provide initial comments on DEEP’s 2025 IRP that will plan
out our energy future through 2035.

We have testified numerous times over many years that the least
expensive electricity is the electricity we don’t use.

According to PURA’'s 2024 Clean & Renewable Energy Report,
Connecticut’s electricity demand from the regional grid has been steadily
decreasing since 2015 due to increased energy efficiency and distributed
generation.

This data should be a call to action for the state and utilities to put FAR
more investments and resources into energy efficiency programs as the
number one focus of our state’s energy planning. The return on these
investments is clear.

Energy Efficiency programs quickly reduce demand and lower electric bills
for homes and businesses. Reducing demand on the grid means less
urgency to build new power plants and gas pipelines that will lock us into
dirty sources of energy from outside our state for DECADES.

New gas infrastructure must not be Connecticut’'s go-to option when the
demand for energy goes up. PURA predicts that “increasing
electrification of transportation and space heating, as well as increasing
energy demand from data centers, will likely lead to [...] electricity
consumption growing as consumption of other fuels decreases.”

CTLCV asks that DEEP 1) focus on energy efficiency first; 2) study all the
actual costs and benefits of various energy efficiency options & programs to
determine where CT will most benefit with respect to emissions, health,
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cost, reliability, and protection of the environment over the long term; 3)
not invest in expanding our dependence on dirty gas and oil.

At CTLCV’s Environmental Summit in 2018, DEEP acknowledged that
“gas is not a bridge fuel, it is a fossil fuel.” We urge you to reject the push
for expansion of oil and gas and instead ramp up efforts around Solar,
Geothermal, Battery Storage, and Offshore wind.

Clean renewable energy coupled with energy efficiency should be central to
the 2026-2035 Integrated Resources Plan.

Thank you for considering these comments. CTLCV looks forward to
helping advance these priorities now and in the years ahead.



