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To: Co-Chairs Sen. Flexer and Rep. Blumenthal, and Distinguished Members of
the Transportation Committee

From: Connor Yakaitis, Deputy Director, CT League of Conservation Voters

CTLCV strongly supports SB 1531. This bill is a critical step toward restoring
public trust in the utility regulatory process by increasing transparency,
accountability, and ethical standards at PURA.

We are especially supportive of Section 1, which ensures that large public service
companies are subject to the Freedom of Information Act. With Avangrid’s parent
company recently going private, access to information will become even more
difficult. This provision is essential to maintaining public oversight and holding
utilities accountable for how they operate and spend ratepayer dollars.

SB 1531 also includes much-needed reforms: prohibiting ratepayer-funded
lobbying and advertising, strengthening ethical guidelines for PURA leaders, and
improving public engagement in rate-setting processes. These reforms represent
a major step toward making our energy system more democratic, more
equitable, and more responsive to the needs of Connecticut’s residents. As our
state continues its transition to a cleaner, more sustainable energy future, the
importance of public trust in our utility regulators cannot be overstated.

We are encouraged that any future proposal to restructure PURA into a
quasi-public agency would require committee approval as we have significant
concerns with this kind of transition. However, we believe this idea warrants a
formal study before any action is taken. This study should evaluate the
implications on public access to information, staffing, oversight by the General
Assembly, legal liability, fiscal impacts, and how other states structure their
utility regulators. The negative consequences of such a shift have not been
adequately considered, and we urge the Committee to ensure a thorough review
and public vetting before moving forward.

Thank you for your leadership and dedication towards public utility transparency
and accountability that will better serve customers across the state.
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