
 

To: DEEP.Boating@ct.gov  
From: Lori Brown, Executive Director, CT League of Conservation Voters 
Re: Wake Boat & Wakesurf Study  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the scope of the Wake Boat & Wakesurf  
Study.  

The CT League of Conservation Voters  appreciates DEEP’s efforts to obtain the input 
from both local and statewide experts to ensure its findings are based on facts.    

Based on the evidence we have seen that demonstrates the impacts of wake boats on 
local waterbodies, we align our comments with those of Rivers Alliance of CT.  Their 
recommendations for the scope of the study reflect many decades of experience and 
expertise on all water-related issues in Connecticut.    

We believe the state should focus on achieving the highest level of protection for our 
state’s waterbodies as the most precious public trust asset in Connecticut.   

When all our environmental protections are under direct attack by the current federal 
government, it is imperative that the Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection do everything it can to reinforce strong local protections and not set 
standards that could undermine the establishment of protections all across 
Connecticut.   

The rules must first protect our water for the innumerable eco-system benefits it 
provides to people, wildlife, health, and climate.  Furthermore, a healthy economy 
depends upon a healthy environment, and no individual use of this resource should be 
allowed to cause damage or danger to our fisheries, wildlife,  swimmers, paddlers, 
bystanders, and other motorboat users.  

We urge DEEP to ensure the study relies on independent science and prioritizes 
protecting environmental quality and public safety.   We support Rivers Alliance of CT’s 
recommendation for statewide protective standards—such as a minimum 1000-foot 
setback from shore, 30-foot minimum depth, and an operational zone of at least 100 
contiguous and regularly shaped  acres, with the option for local communities to adopt 
stronger measures. 

Thank you for considering our comments. 
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