
February 26, 2025 

Dear Co-Chairs Senator Lopes and Representative Parker, Vice-Chairs Senator Hochadel and 
Representative Bumgardner, Ranking Members Senator Harding and Representative Callahan, 
and Members of the Environment Committee, 
 
On behalf of the CT Zero Waste Coalition, we are writing to express our strong support for 
amending House Bill 6917: An Act Concerning the Management of Solid Waste in the State. We 
commend the efforts to draft a waste Bill, but urge that you create a Bill with meaningful 
changes that encourage responsible waste reduction. 
 
We have concerns regarding section 2, subsection (d), which calls for the repeal of voluntary 
pilot programs for source-separated organic materials. This bill lacks substitute language to 
encourage organics diversion from the solid waste stream at the municipal level.  
 
We strongly advocate for the addition of a reclassification of source-separated organic material 
as a recyclable item. This would be accomplished by using a phase-in approach by gradually 
lowering the tonnage requirement for commercial organics recycling and adding in residential 
generators. The removal of organics from the solid waste stream would result in significant solid 
waste reduction, benefiting the environment and the economy. 
 
In reference to section 3, subsection (a), we propose that the funds collected from the $1.50 
assessment fee be allocated to a Sustainable Materials Management fund under the 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection. This fund would be used to promote waste 
reduction, with a focus on composting initiatives, pay-as-you-throw programs, textile recycling, 
and supporting recycling coordinators.  
 
The current lack of infrastructure makes composting and recycling more expensive than 
improperly disposing of organics and recyclable materials into the waste stream. With the 
assessment fee funds allocated to waste reduction, the state and municipalities would be able 
to create and support sustainable infrastructure, resulting in composting and recycling being 
less expensive than the disposal of municipal solid waste. We encourage a regional approach to 
our waste management systems and the collaboration of town services whenever possible. 
 
Additionally, we recommend that the $1.50 assessment fee should be limited to municipal solid 
waste (MSW) and medical waste only.  We feel that the term “any material”, where recyclables 
are assessed at the same rate as MSW, would do the reverse of your intent. This adjustment is 
vital, as charging facility owners the same amount as MSW for the processing of recyclables 
and organics disincentivizes waste reduction efforts. 
 
Furthermore, the terminology “resources recovery facility” needs to be clarified and changed to 
reflect more current waste disposal terminology to prevent confusion. We suggest it be 
amended to “incinerator or facility that disposes of municipal solid waste”. 
 

 



We also feel that this Bill should explicitly include MSW sent to out-of-state disposal facilities, 
such as landfills and incinerators. The inclusion of out-of-state facilities is crucial as it would 
prevent municipalities from favoring landfills and incinerators in distant states. 
 
Lastly, the addition in section 4, subsection (d) that would allow the funds received from 
miniature beverage container sales to be spent on Recycling Coordinators is helpful, however, 
greater emphasis on the importance of Recycling Coordinators is needed. We believe that the 
Recycling Coordinators should be viewed as key partners in a more comprehensive effort to 
reduce our MSW and increase our resource recovery of recyclables. 
 
Thank you for considering our recommendations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The CT Zero Waste Coalition 
Sharon Lewis, Chair 
 
Madison Spremulli 
Connecticut Coalition for Economic and Environmental Justice 
 
Lori Brown 
Connecticut League of Conservation Voters 
 
Conservation Law Foundation 
 
Nick Skeadas 
Curbside Compost 
 
Julie DesChamps & Heidi Matonis​
Waste Free Greenwich 
 
Mary Hogue & Becky Bunnell 
Sustainable Fairfield 
 
Timothy O’Connor​
Park City Compost Initiative 
 
Pippa Bell Ader 
Sustainable Westport  
 
Becky Kessler  
Connecticut Coalition for Economic and Environmental Justice  
 
Karen Saggese 



Food Rescue US - Fairfield County 
 
Diane Lauricella 
Norwalk Zero Waste Coalition 
 
David Aldridge 
Executive Director SCRRRA 
 
Ian McDonald  
CT Climate Crisis Mobilization  
 
 


